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For safety reasons, Creek Road was closed in spring 2015 due to significant road erosion 

along the banks of the Otter Creek. 

The Public Works Committee discussed the matter at its meeting on June 11, 2015 and Chair 

Susan Shashok reported on the discussion at the June 23, 2015 Selectboard meeting: 

Susan Shashok also reported that the Public Works Committee received an update on 
the status of Creek Road, which was recently closed to the public due to deterioration 
of the road edge into Otter Creek. According to Road Foreman Dale Hazzard, the cost 
to permanently stabilize the banks along the areas of deterioration is estimated at $1.2 
million (photos attached). Following discussion with residents in attendance, it was 
agreed to install gates while continuing to allow access to farmers, and in the 
meantime, schedule a meeting next week with the State Agency of Natural Resources 
and the Army Corps of Engineers to determine jurisdiction and what is permitted in 
going forward. 

 

June 23, 2015 Selectboard Packet includes supporting information on the closure of Creek 

Road closure, including the meeting minutes from the June 11, 2015 Public Works 

Committee Meeting on the issue: 

http://www.townofmiddlebury.org/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC={FB376F03-9F1E-

42D9-AE0D-64967253A963}&DE={0CDB4E43-8524-4684-B208-BD56C867A1C5} 

In the summer of 2015, the Town applied for and received funding from the Addison County 

Regional Planning Transportation Advisory Committee to complete an assessment of 

flooding, erosion and other issues associated with high flood levels in Otter Creek that have 

resulted in damage to Creek Road, Otter Creek and abutting property.  

In February of 2016, The Addison County Regional Planning Commission, on behalf of the 
Town of Middlebury, contracted with Pathways Consulting, LLC to complete the 
“Middlebury Creek Road Erosion Stability Study” to: 
 
- Conduct an assessment of the extent, frequency, and causes of flooding on Otter 

Creek;  
- Review the extent of damage to Otter Creek, Creek Road, and adjacent properties as 

a result of flooding;  

- Review alternatives for reducing flooding and erosion along Otter Creek, repairing 
Creek Road, protecting adjacent properties, and providing long-term stability for 
Otter Creek and the road;  

- Determine range of costs and potential funding sources for addressing Creek Road 
issues; and 



- Involve adjacent property owners, other affected parties, and community in the 
study process.  

 

Pathways presented its initial report at a public meeting on Wednesday, September 7, 2016.  
Reporting on the meeting at the Infrastructure Committee meeting the following day: 

 

Susan Shashok said that about 25 people attended the Creek Road Erosion Study 
meeting last night.  Although the study of the river was well presented and seemed 
thorough, questions remain about how public input will be incorporated into 
recommendations for consideration by the Selectboard and what next steps are. 

 

In following-up with Pathways and the Addison County Regional Planning Commission, 
we learned that there was no funding remaining to address outstanding concerns and 
complete a final report and recommendations for the next steps. Working with Regional 
Planning Commission staff, we were able to obtain additional funding for the project to: 

 

- address outstanding questions on the study findings; 

- explore new conceptual design alternatives; 

- complete additional analysis on the feasibility and viability of alternatives; 

- address public and regulatory perspectives; 

- identify funding sources; 

- summarize the study; and 

- present the study to various Town groups.  

 

In its proposal for Phase 2 of the study, Pathways said: 

 

We also understand that the issues related to Creek Road may represent a fairly 
daunting challenge for the ACRPC and the Town in determining a future direction. In 
line with this challenge, we have formulated this additional work scope in the interest 
of providing a clear and comprehensive analysis and recommendations on the 
available alternatives that will assist the project team more effectively with 
determining the next steps for the project. 

 

A preliminary draft of the summary report is anticipated in early December 2016 with 

public presentations to follow. 

  

 


